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Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:

Our Loving Creator, we have gathered today from our varied stations and scattered

places, drawn by the light of your wondrous love.

We are mindful today of this strange season during which we force ourselves to

confront the darkness in our lives, to acknowledge that evil wins its battles too easily

in our day, that pain is real and visits too frequently the innocent, that death and

loss are now familiar friends, unbidden and unwelcome, but no strangers to our

homes.

As your gathered church, we confess that we have often fallen short of being the

children of the Light.  For we have allowed the unjust to have their way without a

word of protest from us; we have joined with the oppressors in our silence, and we

have robbed those in need by refusing to be moved to compassion.  Our God, we

have your promise, that in confessing these things, you re just and faithful in

forgiving our shortcomings and restoring to us the joy of our salvation.

And so we celebrate this Lenten season, not by tarrying on the journey or

acknowledging defeat, but in keeping our eyes on the Light of your love, by drawing

closer to the ray of hope that leaves no shadow on its path for its source is your Son,

the Light that has overcome the world.  Amen.

By Israel Galindo, from Let Us Pray: Contemporary Prayers for the Seasons of the Church. 

Judson Press: Valley Forge, 1999



Genesis 17:147, 15416Genesis 17:147, 15416Genesis 17:147, 15416Genesis 17:147, 15416

When Abram was ninety4nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to

him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my

covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then

Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with

you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name

be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a

multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations

of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and

you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 

 God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah

shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will

bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

Mark 8:31438Mark 8:31438Mark 8:31438Mark 8:31438

 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and

after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside

and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter

and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things

but on human things.” 

 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those

who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and

for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole

world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those

who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation,

of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his

Father with the holy angels.” 


